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DR. GARY A. RANSDELL 
PRESIDENT OF WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
SOFIA-DOWNlNG INTERNATIONAL CENTER DEDICATION 
MAY 9,2002 
GOOD AFTERNOON. ON BEHALF OF THE WESTERN 
KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY BOARD OF REGENTS, THE FACULTY, 
STAFF AND STUDENTS, I THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THJS 
AFTERNOON AS WE HONOR AN ALUMNUS WHO HAS MADE A 
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE TO OUR INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM. 
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1 USAN SOFIA FOR THEIR GENEROUS GIFT OF $500,000 IN U~ ~ 
SUPPORT OF WESTERN'S INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM. THJS GIFT Z~ 
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WILL PROVIDE $50,000 TO BE PLACED IN AN ENDOWMENT TO 
SUPPORT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT THE CENTER. IN 
ADDITION, $450,000 WILL BE USED TO CREATE THE ZUHEIR AND 
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THlS GIFT DEMONSTRATES MR. SOFIA' S DEVOTION TO 
WESTERN AND TO HIS LONG-TIME FRIEND, DR. DERO DOWNING, 
WHO PROVIDED ASSISTANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO MR. 
SOFIA WHILE HE WAS A STUDENT. THUS, THE CENTER IS NOW 
RENAMED THE ZUHEIR SOFIA-DERO DOWNING INTERNATIONAL 
CENTER. 
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ZUHEIR SOFIA IS A 1969 ALUMNUS OF WESTERN. HE 
EARNED DEGREES IN ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION. WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS HE 
ACQUIRED AT WESTERN, ZUHEIR STARTED J,OF1A & ~OMPANY I 
A PRIVATE INVESTMENT FIRM THAT PROVIDES FINANCIAL AND 
INVESTMENT SERVICESfrnADQUARTERED IN COLUMBUS, 
OHIO. HE WAS INDUCTED INTO WESTERN' S HALL OF 
~ --
DISTINGUlSHED ALUMNI IN 1998. 
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THlS GIFT IS NOT THE FIRST THAT ZUHEIR HAS BESTOWED 
ON HlS ALMA MATER. JUST LAST YEAR, HE AND SUSAN MADE 
A $20,000 GIFT TO CREATE THE SOFIA PLAZA IN THE 
13.;r-w.~......-' =---~ 
COURTYARD WHERE WE ARE GATHERED NOW ~ "WSJW ~
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FOR ANOTHER GIFT AND TO DEDICATE THE INTERNATIONAL 
STUDlES CENTER IN HIS HONOR. 
IN THE SOFIA PLAZA, WESTERN PROUDLY FLIES 25 FLAGS, 
WHICH REPRESENT THE COUNTRJES HAVING THE LARGEST 
POPULATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT WESTERN. 
CURRENTLY, THOSE COUNTRJES ARE: INDIA, TAIWAN, KOREA, 
CHINA, COLOMBIA, JAPAN, CANADA, BRAZIL, MEXICO, 
ECUADOR, INDONESIA, UNITED KINGDOM, BANGLADESH, 
BULGARIA, KENYA, LATVIA, P AKlSTAN, SOUTH AFRJCA, 
THAILAND, TURKEY, ALBANIA, IRELAND, NIGERJA, AND 
KAZAKGSTAN. 
ZUHEIR'S SUPPORT OF WESTERN IS NOT SIMPLY 
FINANCIAL. HE CURRENTLY SERVES AS A MEMBER OF THE 
WKU BOARD OF ADVISORS, U . 11l;'1iIA! !·if: bE,\f>i R!lHM' 
~THE WKU FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
~ 
AND THE CHERRY SOCIETY. AND STILLMORE IMPORTANTLY 
THAN THAT, HE IS A ROLE MODEL FOR OUR STUDENTS. NOT 
JUST OUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, BUT FOR ALL 
STUDENTS. HE IS TRULY A PART OF THE WESTERN FAMILY. IT 
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GIVES ME IMMENSE PLEASURE TO SEE HOW THAT F AMIL Y 
TREE IS GROWING. IT HAS BEEN AND WILL REMAIN DEEPLY 
ROOTED IN TRADITION AN~CIPLES ~ LOYALTY AND 
" 
SERVICE TO COMMUNITY. THANKS TO ZUHElR SOFIA, IT WILL 
CONTINUE TO GROW EVER STRONGER AND TALLER, AND ITS 
LIMBS WILL REACH AROUND THE WORLD. 
THE COMMITMENT BY THE SOFIAS, ZUHEIR, HIS WIFE, 
SUSAN, THEIR DAUGHTER, SARAH, AND TWIN SONS JOSEPH 
AND ZACHARY, SIGNIFIES A NEW ERA FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM HERE AT WESTERN, WHJCH HAS 
GROWN TREMENDOUSLY SINCE ITS CREATION IN 1966 UNDER 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF DR. KELLY THOMPSON. CURRENTLY, 
WE HAVE 483 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ON CAMPUS 
REPRESENTING 53 COUNTRIES AND AT SATURDAY' S 
-
COMMENCEMENT, 25 OF THOSE STUDENTS WILL BECOME 
-
ALUMNI OF WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY WE ARE 
FORTUNATE TO HAVE ZUI·IEIR AS A SUPPORTER OF THJS 
INSTITUTION AND PARTICULARLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAM. 
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"CHALLENGING THE SPOOT," WESTERN'S COMPREHENSIVE 
FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN, REFLECTS WESTERN'S 
COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
FOR ALL STUDENTS BY INCREASING THEIR EXPOSURE TO _ 
DIVERSE PEOPLES AND A VARIETY OF CULTURE~NE~ 
GOALS OUTLINED IS TO "CREATE A CAMPUS CULTURE THAT 
LEADS TO INCREASED DIVERSITY OF THE STUDENT BODY." TO 
INCREASE OUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY 
TEN PERCENT WAS OUR OBJECTIVE. I AM PLEASED TO REPORT 
THAT WE HAVE FAR SURPASSED THAT NUMBER. TI-IE OFFICE 
OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS HAS CHALLENGED ITSELF TO 
BRING OUR TOTAL NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TO 
800, WHICH WOULD REPRESENT APPROXIMATELY FIVE 
PERCENT OF WESTERN'S TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION. 
ZUHEIR, YOUR GIFT WILL GO A LONG WAY IN HELPING US GET 
THERE. 
INCREASING GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL AWARENESS AND 
EXPERIENCES OF STUDENTS AND FACULTY, AND PROVIDING 
CULTURAL COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT ENRICH THE QUALITY 
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OF LIFE FOR EXTERNAL AS WELL AS INTERNAL CONSTlTIJENTS 
ARE OTHER GOALS STATED IN "CHALLENGING THE SPIRlT." 
THE SOFIA ENDOWMENT WILL ~N * MsPli' MOVE US 
CLOSER TO MEETING THESE GOAL~ ~ _ 
THANK YOU, ZUHEIR AND SUSAN, FOR YOUR GIFT ,' 
FOR BELIEVING IN WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSI ~ 
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